2025 New England
‘ NATS Region Auditions

November 11, 2025
December 13, 2025
December 28, 2025
January 7, 2026




Important Dates

* January 1, 2026 - February 8, 2026 - Video Submission Open

February 15, 2026, AM Time TBD - Mandatory Adjudicator Meeting (Morning Option)
February 15, 2026, PM Time TBD - Mandatory Adjudicator Meeting (Afternoon Option)

February 16, 2026 - March 1, 2026 - Preliminary Round Adjudication

March 3, 2026 - March 8, 2026 - Semi-Final Round Adjudication

March 12, 2026 - Winners and Region Finalists Announced, Adjudicator Comments Available

July 3, 2026 - July 6, 2026 - National Semifinals and Finals - San Antonio, TX

For more, visit: http://www.nenats.com/2026-reqgion-auditions.html



http://www.nenats.com/2026-region-auditions.html

Adjudication

* Any teacher who submits students must also be
available to adjudicate

» If you cannot adjudicate, you are responsible for
appointing someone in your place

* NEW: This does not need to be a NATS member,
but we suggest offering to compensate them
for their time

* Mandatory Adjudicator Meeting February 15"




AuditionWare

If you have multiple students from the
same family, they must have individual
email addresses associated with each
student




Recording Don’ts

» Make sure there are NO logos or identifying information in the
background
« NO audio editing

» Absolutely NO back up voices on pre-recorded tracks

* Microphones with amplification are required for CM
» Classical and Musical Theater must be accompanied by Piano

ONLY

A note from nationals: if your video is invalid, you will not be

notified and will be automatically disqualified




Recording Do’s

Be sure your CM students are comfortable
with the mic

Record early!

Don't try to do a dozen takes at once

Practice the slate
» While you can add this later; it's good
for students to work on!




Audition Updates and Reminders

e Students are no longer allowed to submit multiple songs by the same
composer. All repertoire in a category submission must be contrasted by
composer, tempo, and text.

e Tracks cannot have any kind of backup vocals. We will have to disqualify any
singer who sings to a track with backup vocals. e

e The MT 9 and MT 10 categories do not advance. If you have students in these
categories, please consider submitting them to the NATS National Musical
Theater Competition.



https://www.nats.org/Musical_Theatre_Competition.html
https://www.nats.org/Musical_Theatre_Competition.html

Determining a Student’s Category

Youth, Children, High School — Age and Grade level

« Those who straddle a category (ex. 11 years old in 6th grade)
defer to the age.

Post High School, Advanced, Adult — Age and Length of Study

POST- HIGH SCHOOL STUDY

« Lower: students 22 or younger, in their 1st or 2nd year of post-high school voice study

« Upper: students 25 or younger, in their 3rd, 4th, or 5th year of post-high school voice
study and not enrolled in a graduate voice program

« Advanced: post-baccalaureate students aged 30 years or younger in their 4th or higher
year of post-High School voice study

Counting years of study begins with the first day of post-high school study—meaning the first
year of voice study is in progress. Any reasonable portion of a year will be counted as one
year—even if the singer stops taking weekly lessons during a portion of that year, excepting if
the singer is ill and unable or forbidden to sing during that time for medical reasons




Can | submit to multiple
categories?

Yes! You may enter a student into all three genres if you'd like.

* Music should meet the requirements of each category.

« Student must be submitted in the same age category.




Repertoire Notes - Classical

* English songs must have been composed in English
originally

» 24 Ttalian Songs and Arias count as ART SONGS in the
Upper categories

* Hall Johnson Spiritual repertoire must arranged by a
classical composers
—https://www.nats.org/Hall Johnson Spirituals Co
mpetition.html



https://www.nats.org/Hall_Johnson_Spirituals_Competition.html
https://www.nats.org/Hall_Johnson_Spirituals_Competition.html

Repertoire Notes — Musical Theater

* Only 1 operetta or song literature permitted




Repertoire Notes — Commercial Music

« Acoustic instrument only for self
accompaniment (guitar, piano, etc)

» An amplified microphone must be used

» Stylistically appropriate




Is this MIT or CM?

MT

COMMERCIAL MUSIC —or—MUSICAL THEATRE

CM & MT have DIFFERENT Repertoire Requirements
CM & MT have DIFFERENT Vocal Standards in Rubrics
CM & MT have DIFFERENT Adjudicator Training Videos
CM & MT have DIFFERENT Adjudication Forms

CM & MT have DIFFERENT Issues to Vet

NSA CM REGULATION
“Published or original reinterpretations/arrangements of musical theatre selections
are accepted in CM categories—but ONLY when
performed in a distinct commercial music genre/style
different from the genre/style of the musical for which the song was conceived.”
Where did the song originate?
Song originally composed/written for any type of musical = MT
Song not originally composed/written for a musical=CM
Song curated into the score of a jukebox or biomusical= MT or CM



https://www.nats.org/Frequently_Asked_Questions_-_NSA.html

Is this MT or CM?

COMMERCIAL MUSIC —or—MUSICAL THEATRE

1. Google the song’s title, and read the Wikipedia entry

"Love Me Tender" is a 1956 ballad song recorded by Elvis Presley and published
by Elvis Presley Music from the 20th Century Fox film of the same name.

DO YOU SEE from, originated by (performer’s name) in larger work, for, trunk song... ?
IF YES, CONTINUE TO STEP 2. —IF NOT, YOU’VE FOUND ACM SONG

2. Google the larger work, and read the Wikipedia entry

Love Me Tender is a 1956 American musical Western film directed by,
Robert D. Webb and released by 20th Century Fox on November 15, 1956.

DO YOU SEE musical, musical film, movie musical, revue, theatrical song cycle, concept musical,
abandoned/unfinished musical, musical television series, televised musical,
animated musical, animated musical series, internet musical, cruise ship musical... ?

IF YES, YOU’VE FOUND AN MT SONG

3. Watch the original.
IN CM? —BE SURE THE CM GENRE/STYLE IS DIFFERENT FROM THE MUSICAL
IN MT? —BE SURE OF THE ROLE & SONG’S CONTEXT IN THE MUSICAL

4. Still unsure? —Ask the NSA Team!

Keep in mind that many composers and/or producers release songs in advance of the musical’s premiere
as promotion to increase ticket sales or viewership. The release date of any song is not a reliable indicator
of whether or not a song pre-exists a musical.



https://www.nats.org/Frequently_Asked_Questions_-_NSA.html

Audition Resources

Calendar
http://www.nenats.com/2026-region-auditions.htm|

NATS Audition Dashboard
https://www.nats.org/national student auditions.html

Regulation Handbook
https://www.nats.org/ Library/NSA Files/2024-25 NSA Full Reqgulations.pdf

NSA FAQs
https://www.nats.org/Frequently Asked Questions - NSA.html



http://www.nenats.com/2026-region-auditions.html
https://www.nats.org/national_student_auditions.html
https://www.nats.org/_Library/NSA_Files/2024-25_NSA_Full_Regulations.pdf
https://www.nats.org/Frequently_Asked_Questions_-_NSA.html

